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MRS. EDDrS RELATIO]^ TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 

BT W. D. MOCRACKAN. 



Christian Science is a religion of doing. Therefore, let us 
see what it does. 

I suppose there is hardly a reader of this article who does not 
know of a case in which Christian Science has been tried in the 
hour of need and proven a help. Some readers, doubtless, know 
of several such cases. Every Christian Scientist knows of a good 
number, and there are many Christian Scientists, so that the 
volume of evidence is a very great one indeed. These cases of cure 
and comfort cover a multitude of diseases and disabilities, chronic 
or acute, organic or inorganic, called curable or called incurable 
by other methods. Every manner of discord and misery, of sin, 
sickness and sorrow, has yielded to Christian Science. Being far 
from infallible. Christian Scientists have some failures to record ; 
but the successes already attained during the thirty-odd years that 
Christian Science practice has been before the world, warrant the 
hope that results will grow more uniformly good as Christian 
Scientists progress in spiritual understanding. 

The appeal of Christian Science to man is to know God as in- 
finite and omnipotent Good, and to learn to overcome evil with 
Good. 

The first question in the study of Christian Science and the 
last is, " What is God ?" Then the first requirement and the last 
one is, " Thou shalt have no other gods before Me." 

This will suffice to indicate what kind of a plow the Christian 
Scientist grasps when he cultivates his field. Every forward step 
in the furrow is a satisfaction. There are also many moments of 
rest, when the Christian Scientist, raising his eyes, gains a fuller 
assurance than ever that the sky overhead is blue and that birds 
are on the wing. With increasing frequency comes the sense of 
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peace, — " not as the world givet h," but as the Comforter vouch- 
safes. This is the peace wherein Good is understood to be eternal 
and indestructible, while all that is unlike Good is revealed as 
vanishing and fleeting. 

This metaphysical or spiritual understanding of God as infinite 
and omnipotent Good, heals the sick, reforms the sinner, and 
comforts the sorrowing. Hence, God (Good) is the Principle of 
Christian Science, and the mental, moral and physical regenera- 
tion of mankind is its motive. Take away this Principle and this 
motive, and there is nothing left of Christian Science. It has 
never effected a cure without this understanding of God, has never 
redeemed a slave from bad habits, has never touched a hard heart 
or melted a self-righteous one without this understanding; and, 
if the Principle and motive of Christiaji Science be good, why 
should the woman who has had the moral courage to place this 
Christian spiritual idealism squarely before the world and keep it 
there, incur anyone's displeasure? It must be reckoned among 
the curious phases of our day, that due recognition is not at once 
accorded by every one to the work of a woman who is devoting her 
life to the establishment of peace, good-will, health and holiness 
upon earth. When this recognition is not readily given, there 
must be misunderstanding of her discovery and her life motive. 

In examining Mark Twain's three articles upon " Christian 
Science" with the sole object of separating fact from fiction, I 
believe I can perform a service to the public at large, and earn the 
kindly appreciation of Mark Twain himself. 

We read in Article I. : 

"And who are attracted by Christian Science? There is no limit; its 
field is horizonless; its appeal is as universal as is the appeal of Chris- 
tianity itself. It appeals to the rich, the poor, the high, the low, the cul- 
tured, the ignorant, the gifted, the stupid, the modest, the vain, the 
wise, the silly, the soldier, the civilian, the hero, the coward, the idler, 
the worker, the godly, the godless, the freeman, the slave, the adult, 
the child; they who are aMing in bodt/ or mind, they who have friends 
that are ailing in body or mind. To mass it in a phrase, its clientage 
is the Human Race. Will it march? I think so." 

No one will deny that, if Christian Science is to take so promi- 
nent a part in the world's progress, it is of the utmost importance 
that it should be understood and correctly stated, and — what is 
vital — should not be confounded with systems from which it is 
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fundamentally distinct. In Division III. of the second article we 
are told of "the power which a man's imagination has over his 
body to heal it or to make it sick." The work of one who tries 
" to heal or help " is likened to that of " the engineer when he 
handles the throttle and turns on the steam." Several different 
kinds of " engineers " are enumerated, and then we are told that 
"the Christian-Scientist engineer drives exactly the same trade 
as the other engineers." If it is sought to convey the impression 
that the power used in Christian Science is that of " the imagina- 
tion," this impression is erroneous. It is the spiritual under- 
standing of God as infinite and omnipotent Good which heals and 
helps in Christian Science. The power used is not one which both 
heals and makes sick, which does both good and evil. Whatever 
others may practice, the Christian Scientist does not attempt to 
substitute one belief of the imagination for another, but strives 
to use only that Mind which was also in Christ Jesus, and is pro- 
ductive only of good. When the Pharisees said that Jesus east out 
devils by " Beelzebub, the prince of devils," we are told: 

"And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand: 

"And if Satan east out Satan, he is divided against himself; how 
shall then his kingdom stand? 

" And if I by Beelzebub east out devils, by whom do your children cast 
them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 

"But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of 
God is come unto you."* 

Christian Scientists believe that this "kingdom of God," the 
reality of which was so gloriously demonstrated by, the works of 
Jesus, is an heritage of all the ages, but is being apprehended with 
renewed power in our own day. They are taught that it is no ma- 
terial kingdom, no locality, but a state of consciousness, for Jesus 
also said : " The kingdom of God is within you." 

Thus Mrs. Eddy defines the kingdom of God, or of heaven, as 
" the reign of harmony in divine Science ; the realm of unerring, 
eternal, and omnipotent Mind; the atmosphere of Spirit, where 
Soul is supreme."+ 

The " imagination " is not the key which unlocks the gates of 
the kingdom of heaven. Nor can human will-power pick the lock, 

•Matthew, 12:25-28. 

T " Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures," page 590. 



352 TEE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

even when educated to the extent of producing the phenomena of 
mesmerism or hypnotism. On the contrary, it is the surrender of 
"imagination" in behalf of understanding, and of all human 
will-power in behalf of God's will, which fits man to discard the 
fiction of material existence and to understand the facts of 
spiritual Being, and thus enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

The modus operandi of Christian Science does not consist of 
willing anybody to do anything; but it affirms the Truth concern- 
ing God and man and the universe, and thus enables man to take 
possession of his birthright and inheritance, namely, health, hap- 
piness and holiness. 

The day has passed when the Gospel or Good-News of Christian 
Science can be made to pass for a compound of good and evil. It 
is wholly religious and purely spiritual. The results of compound 
systems can no longer be laid at the door of Christian Science, as 
taught by Mrs. Eddy in the Christian Science text-book. 

As far as any information contained in the articles under con- 
sideration is concerned, no grievance is expressed against Christian 
Science itself, nor against what are called the " lay members " of 
the Christian Science church. Indeed, in Article I. the following 
words of a Baptist clergyman are quoted from the Christian 
Science Journal for October, 1898 : 

" The average Christian Scientist has put all anxiety and fretting un- 
der his feet. He does have a victory over fear and care that is not 
achieved by the average orthodox Christian." 

These words are followed by the comment: 

"What proportion of your earnings or income would you be willing 
to pay for that frame of mind, year in, year out? It really outvalues 
any price that can be put upon it. Where can you purchase it, at any 
outlay of any sort, in any church or out of it, except the Scientist's." 

Again, in Article II. we read: 

" There is every evidence that the lay members are entirely sincere in 
their faith, and I think sincerity is always entitled to honor and respect, 
let the inspiration of the sincerity be what it may." 

But if the sincerity of Christian Scientists at large is not ques- 
tioned, why should that of Mrs. Eddy be challenged, through 
whom has come to them what they understand of Christian 
Science ? 

The bond of love and gratitude between Mrs. Eddy and the 
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multitudes who have been healed, reformed and comforted by her 
spiritual interpretation of the Scriptures, grows more secure and 
real as time goes on. If any individuals, lacking a proper under- 
standing of her teachings, have thought too much of her human 
personality, they have either long since corrected this fault, or 
their own overweening sense of personality has been revealed t<5 
them as a god to be abandoned. 

Mrs. Eddy's life motive springs from her discovery. The two 
cannot be separated, any more than Christian Scientists can be 
seduced, by any sophistries, from acknowledging their indebted- 
ness to one whom God has chosen in this age to make known this 
Good-News to them. 

Christian Science is not a revelation in any supernatural sense. 
It was reached by logical steps consistent with clear reasoning, 
and is, therefore, strictly scientific in the proper sense of the 
word. The discoverer of Christian Science investigated and ob- 
served many methods before she reached the spiritual understand- 
ing of what she denominated Christian Science. 

In her autobiography, " Ketrospection and Introspection," Mrs. 
Eddy relates the circumstances surrounding her discovery : 

"The discovery came to pass in this way. During twenty years prior 
to my discovery, I had been trying to trace all physical effects to a 
mental cause; and in the latter part of 1866, I gained the scientific cer- 
tainty that all causation was Mind, and every effect a mental phenomenon. 

"My immediate recovery from the effects of an injury caused by an 
accident, an injury that neither medicine nor surgery could reach, was 
the falling apple that led me to the discovery how to be well myself, 
and how to make others so." 

After the discovery that divine Spirit had healed her, Mrs. 
Eddy began her search for the modus operandi of this healing. 
She writes, on page 109 of " Science and Health ": 

"For three years after my discovery, I sought the solution of this 
problem of Mind-healing; searched the Scriptures, read little else; kept 
aloof from society,, and devoted time and energies to discovering a posi- 
tive rule. The search was sweet, calm, and buoyant with hope, not self- 
ish nor depressing. I knew the Principle of all harmonious Mind-action 
to be Grod, and that cures were produced, in primitive Christian healing, 
by holy, uplifting faith; but I must know its Science, and I won my way 
to absolute conclusions, through divine revelation, reason, and demon- 
stration." 

Finally, after the discovery of the healing Principle of Chris- 
voL. CLXXVi. — NO. 556. 23 
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tian Science, came her application to existing conditions. On 
page 111 we read : 

" I submitted my metaphysical system of treating disease to the broad- 
est practical tests. Since then this system has gradually gained ground, 
and has proved itself, whenever scientifically employed, to be the most 
effective curative agent in medical practice." 

Thus it will be seen that, in the discovery of Christian Science, 
first of all, facts were ascertained and a conclusion reached by the 
inductive process. Then, with this conclusion as a basis, a practi- 
cal system of mental, moral and physical regeneration was estab- 
lished by deductive reasoning. Thus, the same general process 
was followed as in all great discoveries mankind has made. 

Since her discovery, Mrs. Eddy has been mainly employed in 
keeping Christian Science pure and undefiled, so that all who 
sincerely desire its beneficent influence may avail themselves of it. 
She founded a College wherein it might be taught, and a Church 
for the practical demonstration of this applied Christianity in 
healing the sick as well as reforming the sinner. It is possible 
that, if Mrs. Eddy had encountered no opposition among those 
who falsely imagined their true interests to be jeopardized by 
her teachings, and no attempts had been made to pervert and re- 
verse her discovery, such steps might not have been necessary. 
But, as a matter of fact, there proved to be imperative need for 
safeguards and authoritative centres of teaching ; and, as a result, 
the Christian Science denomination with its churches, societies, 
reading rooms and institutes, its Board of Lectureship, Publish- 
ing Society, Publication Committee, ofiBcial weekly, monthly and 
quarterly periodicals, etc., sprang into existence. Perfection has 
by no means been reached in using these means to produce the 
greatest good. I suppose that no one is more fully aware of this 
than Mrs. Eddy herself; and Christian Scientists with whom I 
have talked are striving to bring about better results, by spiritual- 
izing their thought so as to be more worthy of their great task. 
Nevertheless, what has already been accomplished has proven the 
wisdom of the means chosen, and it is to-day possible to state : 

"Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, — above the loosening 
grasp of creeds, — ^the demonstration of Christian Mind-healing stands 
a revealed and practical Science. It is imperious throughout all ages, 
as Christ's revelation of Truth, of Life, and of Love, which remains in- 
violate for every man to understand and practise."* 

*" Science and Health," page 98. 
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I am not unmindful of the services which critics can perform 
for Christian Scientists in pointing out defects in their organiza- 
tion, and suggesting remedies. But it is evident that, in order to 
do this intelligently, critics must have actual facts before them. 
Moreover, it is futile to prophesy about the future of Christian 
Science, while overlooking its Principle and motive. Otherwise, 
one might write forever around the subject without touching 
Christian Science itself. 

A foot-note to Article II. reads : " Written in Europe in 1899, 
and not hitherto published. This explanatory note should have 
preceded last month's instalment also. — ^M. T." In Article III. 
there is a foot-note which reads : " Written A. D. 2902." There 
are certain disadvantages about treating a present day subject 
either from four years back or from nine hundred and ninety- 
nine years ahead, which I feel certain the reader will appreciate. 
Christian Scientists are taught that the present is the most im- 
portant of all times, because it is the only time in which one can 
really live. Besides, a great deal has happened in the Christian 
Science denomination during the past four years of which account 
must be taken in treating of the subject to-day. In Article I. the 
critic writes from somewhere in Europe four years ago : " a lady 
told me last night " that, in the Christian Science church in Bos- 
ton, " on one side there was a display of texts from the New 
Testament, signed with the Saviour's initials ' J. C and on the 
opposite side a display of texts . . . signed with Mrs. Mary 
Baker C Eddy's name in full." In another part of the same 
article the critic writes : " My lady informant told me that, in a 
chapel " of the Christian Science church in Boston, " there was a 
picture or image of Mrs. Eddy, and that before it burns a never- 
extinguished light." 

The following facts may be verified by any one who will take the 
pains to make a personal investigation: All the texts from the 
New Testament in the Christian Science Church in Boston are 
signed with the names of the authors in full. They read : 

" God is Love." St. John. 

" Ye shall know the Truth and the Truth shall make you free." Jesus. 

" And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick." 
St. Luke. 

" For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death." Paul, 
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There are, besides, two texts from the Old Testament: 

" Who is so great a €rod as our God." David. 

"God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in time of 
trouble." David. 

It seems to me that these texts would do credit to any church. 

There is no picture or image of Mrs. Eddy in that church, nor 
is there any never-extinguished light burning before such a 
picture or image. I am informed that these conditions have exist- 
ed in that church since it was originally iitted up. Moreover, it 
IS not the teaching of Christian Science that "we have no sub- 
stance, but are fictions and unrealities." If any Christian 
Scientist believod that four years ago, he or she either knows bet- 
ter to-day, or he or she is no longer a Christian Scientist. It 
should also be known that, if any lecturer personalized Mrs. Eddy 
as the " mighty angel " mentioned in Revelation X :1, he mis- 
represented Mrs. Eddy's own views upon the subject; for, in her 
interpretation of this verse, to be found on page 558 of the Chris- 
tian Science text-book, " Science and Health," she writes : " Is 
this angel, or message, which comes from God, clothed with a 
cloud, divine Science?" The angel is thus defined as a message, 
not as a person. Whatever may have been the case four years ago, 
to-day no member of the Christian Science Board of Lectureship 
would thus misinterpret the Christian Science text-book. Nor 
does any accredited Christian Scientist personalize Mrs. Eddy as 
the "woman clothed with the sun" mentioned in Revelation 
XII :1, since Mrs. Eddy herself states, on page 561 of the Chris- 
tian Science text-book: "The woman in the Apocalypse is the 
vignette, which illustrates as man the spiritual idea of God, — ^and 
God and man as the divine Principle and divine idea." The term 
"man" is here used, according to my understanding, to mean 
generic man, including both man and woman, and does not apply 
to any particular person. The symbolism of the Apocalypse, as is 
generally conceded, needs to be spiritually interpreted, in order 
to have meaning ; and it is not the least of Mrs. Eddy's contribu- 
tions to the religious teaching of our day that she illumines this 
symbolism with a meaning for all mankind. It is owing to mis- 
representations of Mrs. Eddy's teachings, whether put forth 
ignorantly or maliciously, that her true relation to Christian 
Science has been misunderstood in some quarters. 



UBS. EDDY'S RELATION TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 357 

In reply to misrepresentations contained in Article I., she her- 
self has stated, in an article widely published in the press and 
reprinted in the Christian Science Sentinel for January 22nd, 
nnder the title of " Judge Ye " : 

" It is a fact, well understood, that I begged the students who first 
gave me the endearing appellative ' mother ' not to name me thus. But 
without my consent that word spread like wildfire. I still must think 
the name is not applicable to me: I stand in relation to this century, as 
a Christian discoverer, founder, and leader. I regard self-deification as 
blasphemous; I may be more loved, but I am less lauded, pampered, pro- 
vided for, and cheered, than others before me — and wherefore? Because 
Christian Science is not yet popular, and I refuse adulation. 

" My first visit to the Mother Church after it was built and dedicated 
pleased me, and the situation was satisfactory. The dear members 
wanted to greet me with escort and the ringing of bells, but I declined, 
and went alone in my carriage to the church, entered it, and knelt in 
thanks upon the steps of its altar. There the foresplendor of the begin- 
nings of truth fell mysteriously upon my spirit. I believe in one Christ, 
teach one Christ, know of but one Christ. I believe in but one incarna- 
tion, one Mother Mary, and know I am not that one, and never claimed to 
be. It sufiices me to learn the Science of the Scriptures relative, to this 
subject. 

" Christian Scientists have no quarrel with Protestants, Catholics, or 
any other sect. They need to be understood as following the divine Prin- 
ciple — God, Love — and not imagined to be unscientific worshippers of 
a hun^an being. 

" In the aforesaid article, of which I have seen only extracts, Mark 
Twain's wit was not wasted in certain directions. Christian Science 
eschews divine rights in human beings. If the individual governed 
human consciousness, my statement of Christian Science would be dis- 
proved, but to understand the spiritual idea is essential to demonstrate 
Science and its pure monotheism, — one God, one Christ, no idolatry, no 
human propaganda. Jesus taught and proved that what feeds a few 
feeds all. His life-work subordinated the material to the spiritual, and 
he left this legacy of truth to mankind. His metaphysics is not the sport 
of philosophy, religion, or Science, rather is it the pith and finale of 
them all. 

" I have not the inspiration or aspiration to be a first or second Virgin- 
Mother — ^her duplicate, antecedent, or subsequent. What I am remains 
to be proved by the good I do. We need much humility, wisdom, and 
love to perform the functions of foreshadowing and foretasting heaven 
within us. This glory is molten in the furnace of affliction." 

This statement is explicit. It dispels all insinuations or im- 
plications as to Mrs. Eddy's own views on the subjects therein 
treated. If she is misrepresented again by would-be detractors 
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or would-be Christian Scientists, just persons must place the 
fault where it belongs. Thus, it is a mistake to twist into " wor- 
ship" the words quoted from the Concord (N. H.) Independent 
Statesman as having been written to Mrs. Eddy: "My prayer 
daily is to be more spiritual, that I may do more as you would 
have me do ... . and may we all love you more and so live it 
that the world may know that the Christ is come." What more 
natural than that a student of Christian Science should write thus 
to the discoverer of Christian Science ? " The Christ," as defined 
in Christian Science, is " the divine manifestation of God, which 
comes to the flesh, to destroy incarnate error."* The Christ 
has always existed and comes, at all times, to all who will receive 
Him. 

Mrs. Eddy's views as to the Virgin Mary are more in con- 
sonance with those of Catholics than are those of other denomina- 
tions. The Christian Science text-book states: 

"Jesus was the Virgin's son. In the flesh he was appointed to speak 
God's word to human flesh, and appear to mortals in such form of 
humanity as they could understand as well as perceive. Mary's concep- 
tion of him was spiritual; for only purity could reflect Truth and Love, 
which were to be incarnate in the good and pure Christ Jesus."t 

When all is said and done, Mark Twain's criticisms seem to re- 
late principally to the financial affairs of Mrs. Eddy herself and 
of the Christian Science denomination. He lays stress upon the 
fact that payment is made for Christian Science literature. I am 
told by many persons that the results of free-tract religious move- 
ments often prove disappointing alike to giver and recipient. 
Though Christian Scientists have systematically given away a 
great many books, periodicals, etc., and are doing so to-day, it is 
still a question with them whether this method produces satis- 
factory results. There is much evidence to show that people 
appreciate more highl}' that for which they pay than that which is 
given them, and sincere persons, as a rule, prefer to make some 
sort of return for what they receive. Mrs. Eddy's books are sold 
by her publisher in Boston, and his agents elsewhere, to all who 
may choose to buy them. It is certain that the various religious 
bodies are, to a great extent, abandoning the distribution of free 
literature, and now maintain great book concerns, wherein their 

* " Science and Health," page 583. 
t " Science and Health," page 332. 
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literature is sold for cash. One great advantage of this system is 
that the literature is certain to find its way only into the hands 
of those who really desire it. I have never heard that the various 
religious denominations have been accused of "adoration of the 
Dollar," " lust after the Dollar," " ecstasy in the mere thought of 
the Dollar," because their literature is bought and sold. Why 
should there be any objection to the sale of Christian Science 
literature, especially since the basis of all this literature is the 
spiritual understanding of God, and its motive is the mental, 
moral and physical regeneration of mankind? 

That the business affairs of the Christian Science denomination 
are on a sound financial footing, is conceded. Is there any fault 
to find with that? Is it not rather a welcome mark of stability 
and good faith that this denomination can meet all its liabilities 
as they grow, can erect its own churches and at its own cost 
maintain free reading rooms and free lectures, to which the public 
have access without charge ? Is it not a virtue that it needs no 
fairs, bazars, etc., and that none of its churches are dedicated until 
paid for? If the Christian Science denomination called upon 
those who have not had the benefits of its Christian healing to 
contribute towards its expenses, or if it were in debt and unable to 
pay its way, the status of its business affairs might be justly criti- 
cised, but under present conditions there is no such pretext. 

There is no doubt that executive and business skill are needed 
to manage the affairs of so great and active an organization; but 
because this management succeeds, is it necessary to call the de- 
nomination a " trust," a " bargain counter " or a " factory " ? 

Now, if Christian Scientists as a body choose to endorse the 
sale of the Christian Science text-book, as the best possible means 
of bringing health and happiness to those who are searching for 
these blessings, and if the author of this text-book thereby receives 
compensation, which is used in turn in such manner as she deems 
best for the needs of the denomination, why should any one com- 
plain ? Mrs. Eddy receives no salary as Pastor Emeritus of The 
First Church of Chn'st, Scientist, in Boston, nor as recognized 
leader of the Christian Science movement all over the world. If 
the income derived from the sale of her books is ample, the list of 
her constant gifts is a large one too ; but is generally known only 
to those who receive the gifts, or whose business it is to know 
them. The pamphlet entitled " Christian Science History," pub- 
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lished in 1899, showed that Mrs. Eddy had expended large sums 
annually in charities, according to a statement furnished by her 
bookkeeper and taken verhatim from her books. This statement 
was made necessary by repeated public misrepresentations of Mrs. 
Eddy's private affairs. 

Is there a living writer who has given the world a book from 
whose teachings a million or more cures have been effected? If 
there is such a writer, let him come forward and object to the sale 
of " Science and Health." Let it be clearly understood that no 
one is forced to take Christian Science treatment, or to buy or sell 
the Christian Science text-book, to receive instruction in Chris- 
tian Science or to contribute toward the building or maintenance 
of any Christian Science church or reading room. If persons do 
expend money for any of these purposes, they do so of their own 
free will and in return for benefits received. I have never yet 
heard any one complain of the price of the Christian Science text- 
book who really wanted to buy the book ; the only complaints come 
from persons who do not buy the book. It is difficult to understand 
what grounds for complaint such persons have. But, as a mafter 
of fact, I have heard many persons say that no sum of money 
could adequately pay for the blessed hope and glorious regenera- 
tion which this book had brought them. Moreover, what are the 
current prices of various text-books on medicine, theology and 
the numerous physical sciences? Experience proves that they 
are expensive as a class, and that many of them are needed in 
order to cover one subject. But the Christian Science text-book 
covers the whole subject of Christian Science, and is a " Key to 
the Scriptures." Let any one price the various commentaries, 
concordances, helps and interpreters in any book store, and they 
will be found expensive as the term goes, though no one would 
dream of accusing any publishing firm, Bible House, or denomi- 
national book concern which issues them, of being a " trust." 

All religious denominations supervise the instruction of their 
teachers and license their clergymen. They owe this to the public 
as well as to themselves. Such restraints are justified by general 
opinion in the case of all denominations. Why should any one 
consider them as marks of a " trust " when applied by Christian 
Scientists? The public has already been sufficiently deceived in 
times past as to what Christian Science is or is not, as to what it 
does or does not. No one who has the good of Christian Science 
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or of the public iat heart would suggest that unprepared and pos- 
sibly unscrupulous individuals should be allowed to call them- 
selves teachers of Christian Science. 

The same precautions are necessary in regard to Christian 
Science literature. In order that the public may know that such 
literature states the teachings of Christian Science correctly, it 
must be properly accredited by those who know from personal ex- 
perience what Christian Science is. For this reason, there is a 
responsible Christian Science Publishing Society. Mrs. Eddy 
herself derives no income except from the sale of her own books, — 
which is a privilege no author would wish to deny another, — and a 
small interest on some of her money. 

Christian Science is for all who want Christian Science. Its 
teachings are already practised by a large number of earnest and 
intelligent people according to their understanding of its de- 
mands. It is true that these teachings are found in a text-book; 
that somebody wrote this text-book ; that this text-book is sold to 
those who want to buy it ; and that, in accordance with customary 
business methods, it is sold for cash. Is there anything in this 
condition of affairs which calls for criticism? It would seem 
sometimes as though certain critics were trying to persuade Mrs. 
Eddy that she should apologize for having written " Science and 
Health," and w^ould like Christian Scientists to force their text- 
book as a free tract even upon those who may not want it. 

If " environment," as Mark Twain claims, counts for much in 
determining the religion of most individuals, it certainly counts 
least in making Christian Scientists, for it is precisely by coming 
out of their traditional environments that individuals become 
Christian Scientists. If they should wait for mere environment 
to make them Christian Scientists, they might wait a long time 
without results. 

Christian Scientists, as all those know who come in touch with 
them, are what they are from individual experience. The Chris- 
tian Science denomination grows as the result of definite, demons- 
trable mental, moral and physical benefits, accruing to those who 
come to it for help. Are these results commendable? Are they 
not most highly to be prized ? Have Christian Scientists not the 
right to organize for the perpetuation of the teachings which have 
brought so much health and happiness to the world ? 

The various means used by Christian Scientists for placing the 
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teachings of their text-book before the world constitute the most 
efficient charities with which I am acquainted. The object of all 
true charities, I take it, is to enable people to be of service to their 
fellow-men and to receive due compensation for such service. Ac- 
cording to the statements of those who have made a life work of 
organized charities, mere almsgiving is found to be a fruitful 
source of pauperism, and the efforts of modern and up-to-date 
charitable organizations are being directed more and more, not 
towards supporting people in idleness, but towards putting them 
in touch with those who need their services. The teachings of 
Christian Science tend to remove the various mental, moral and 
physical disabilities which hinder man from being of service to 
his fellow men. On the one hand, these teachings overcome the 
bad habits, the apprehensions and worries which engender pov- 
erty ; and, on the other, they expose and correct the greed, avarice, 
sensuality, fear, and lack of a true sense of justice, which cause 
others to prey upon the poor. 

Christian Science emphasizes the fact, taught throughout the 
Scriptures, that God is the primal source of all supply, and gives 
a practical application, in every-day life, of Jesus' advice : " But 
rather seek ye the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be 
added unto you." 

In helping others to escape from the bondage of poverty. Chris- 
tian Scientists are daily performing a great number of acts of 
charity which are for the knowledge of giver and recipient alone. 
It does not occur to them to tabulate these acts and furnish re- 
ports of them to the public, nor does the Christian Science de- 
nomination issue any bulletin of these acts. It was the advice of 
Jesus not to sound a trumpet when giving alms. He stated : 

" Therefore, when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward. 

" But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth: 

"That thine alms may be in secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret, himself shall reward thee openly."* 

Christian Scientists realize that the need for almsgiving is the 
acknowledgment of failure to cope with the causes of poverty. 
They are removing these causes as fast as their spiritual discem- 

* Matthew, 6:2, 3, 4. 
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raeni will allow. In the mean time, they do not herald their 
failures, but are busy preparing for a time when almsgiving will 
no longer be necessary. 

To turn from the picture of Christian Science presented in the 
three articles under consideration to Christian Science as it really 
exists, is like turning from an image in a convex mirror to the 
same image in a straight one. In these articles, the tendency has 
been to draw out of line the discovery and life motive of Mrs. 
Eddy, to swell to preposterous proportions the regular business 
affairs of the Christian Science denomination which she has 
founded, and to magnify the imperfections, while minimizing the 
merits, of the methods used for preserving the purity of Christian 
Science before the world. But every one who knows Mrs. Eddy 
personally, who has seriously studied her teachings, or received 
instruction in Christian Science from those who are striving to 
make its Principle the rule of their daily lives, knows this convex 
image to be a distortion. 

Those who have had financial relations with the Christian 
Science denomination, the great body of people who attend Chris- 
tian Science services, visit Christian Science reading rooms, and 
enjoy the benefits of Christian Science prayer, are fully qualified 
to judge for themselves concerning the value of what they receive, 
while the still greater body of those who know Christian Scientists 
need only turn to the latter for information. 

No account seems to be taken in these articles of the magnificent 
moral courage exhibited by Mrs. Eddy in facing the world, as she 
has done for many years, as a Christian discoverer, founder and 
leader. Some credit seems to be given her for organizing and 
executive ability, but to those who know her that quality is over- 
shadowed by her courage, her patience and her love. She once 
said that a single case of cure by Christian Science treatment 
sufficed to reward her for all her labors. There are vast numbers 
of such cures to-day, but there was a time when this could not be 
said. Mrs. Eddy has never wavered and never doubted. Judged 
by her actions and her writings, she has never questioned the 
validity of her mission to the world, in spite of the suggestions of 
foe or friend. She has stood undaunted and undismayed, though 
often misrepresented because misunderstood. Much of the value 
of her work is still unknown to the world, and will become known 
only as needed. In her " Miscellaneous Writings " she says : 
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" I shall not forget the cost of investigating, for this age, the methods 
and power of error. While the ways, means, and potency of Truth had 
flowed into my consciousness as easily as dawns the morning light, and 
shadows flee, the metaphysical mystery of error — its hidden paths, pur- 
pose, and fruits — at first defied me. I was saying all the time, ' Come 
not thou into the secret ' — ^but at length took up the research according 
to God's command." 

In the mean time, Mrs. Eddy's loving relationship to Christian 
Scientists appears in such words as the following : 

" When the heart speaks, however simple the words, its language is al- 
ways acceptable to those who have hearts. 

" I just want to say : I thank you, my dear students, who are at work 
conscientiously and assiduously, for the good you are doing. I am grate- 
ful to you for giving to the sick, relief from pain; for giving joy to the 
suffering and hope to the disconsolate ; for lifting the fallen and strength- 
ening the weak, and encouraging the heart grown faint with hope de- 
ferred. We are made glad by the Divine Love which looseth the chains of 
sickness and sin, opening the prison doors to such as are bound." 

Mark Twain need have no fear that Christian Scientists will 
so deviate from true Christian Science practice as to " worship " 
Mrs. Eddy, but they recognize clearly the great significance of 
her discovery, the purity of her motives and the wisdom of her 
advice. It is their privilege to see that justice is not with- 
held from her. 

W. D. McCbackan". 



